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JOHN A. LYNCH. 

Mr, Jolin A. Lynch, for mauy years connected 
with the Board of Pablie Works of this city, died 
of consamption on the morning of: Monday, at 
bis West Side renidence. The deceased was at- 

: to the 5 5 — 1 in 1e 
0 Jung metropolis was tingu 
for n end Went He was born in Tre- 
land. but came to the United with his 
family, While yet a mete child. Mr. was 
noticeable for his genial disposition an 7 24 
qualities a8 s man of business. By thrift an 
energy héymanaged fo acculntilate à moderate 
fortune, 


and was in the enjoyment of some 
when 


+ bi 
around the City Hall coyld be more missed by 
the public than the pleasant countenance of 
— hottest John ‘Lynch. His funeral ‘was 
gely attended yesterday morning. The re- 
in the vont at. 
Cemetery 
ferred to N 
soil, surrounded by kindr 
gravestone may be inscribed: 
E the devotion of a duttful son, 
and he adored his adopted 


WwW 


About 9 o'clock yesterday moring a man 
named William Burns, living a No. 59 Weston 
street, was run over and slighély injured, near 


them send along their names, and they wil be 
along with the charge, for the in- 


ormetion of the Police Commissioners. 


. 


School —in honor or Jésiathan 


sum of 
the Ci 
Mrs. 


and 
mut 
therefore, 


jana Li: 
more #peeches 
meeting A Ft street, ge 
1 A large workingmen’s meeting was also held at 
904 Diwiai —— a 
Liub el a Other Socialists dade” tele ae 
specches. 
n 
ANNOUNCEMENTS. 

The Rev. Prot. G. W. Northrup, D. P., of the 
Baptist Theological Seminary, will preach in the 
Wabash Avenue Méthodist-Episcopal Church 
this evening at T4¢ o’dlogk. a 

The Ladies’ Spécial Bureau of Relief will hold 
its reguiar meeting this afternoon at 3 o’cloek at 
the house of L. Stone, 1571 Indiana avenue. 
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ton streets to-morrow, commencing at 2 oc ek 
p. m. II friend, and the publé generally, are 
invited to hear speeches and music. 
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Dio Lewis io getting too much. Inasmuch as 
the women do all the work, he ought to be more 

and other fellows can’t come in and | . v n 

USURY LAWS. 

The is trying to find ont what 
sortjof a usurylaw it ought t pass. The 
best thing it can do 1s to repeal all existing acta 
on the subject, and let men buy and sell money, 
as they do other merchandise, without State in- 
terference. A loan of money differs in no 
respect from the loan of a house, the loan of 4 
horse, the loan of fumiture, of books, of a piano, 
or anything else, for hire.” The possession of 
money gives the possessor the right to com- 
mand anything in the market for sale. It has a 
wider range of command than a house, or a 
horaé, or s piano, but in its nature, as an object 
of hire, is in no wise different. 

A law regulating interest concerns directly 
three parties,—the borrower, the lender, and the 
State. It harms them all. Suppose the legal 
rate of mterest is 6 per cent, and that money is 
worth 7. In such an event, the borrower cannot 
get a load at 6, despite the law’s commands. If 
the law is enforced, he cannot get a loan even at 
the fair rate of 7. Fora capitalist must be in- 
demnified for the risk of forfeiture incurred by 
lending money at rates above the legal limit. 
Interest always varies with risk. 80 the bor- 
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have gleaned from Gen. Hazen's letter. 
is one ray of comfort, however, in all this gloomy 
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THE RAILWAY QUESTION IN WISCONSIN. 

The railway question is engaging the atten- 
tion of the Wisconsin Legislature. Fortunately, 
in this State, there is no question as to the right 
of the Legislature to regulate railway charges. 
We say fortunately, because the right being 
eonceded, under the terms of the State Conat itu- 
tion in forte before the raflways were built, the 
Legislature and people are likely to approach 
the subject without passion, and the railway 
men, on the other bend, are likely to enter the 
discussion more frankly than if botn parties 
were to meet first in an angry dispute about 
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Wednesday Morning, February 11, 1874. 


The State Senate, bas passed the House bill 
limiting to three years after the lst of next July 


David A. Gage was found yesterday by the sit- 
ting Grand Jury. It covers no new offense, and 
is intended simply to supplement the original in- 
dictment for perjury, and fortify it in one or two 
points where Mr. Gage’s comnsel had raised 
some valid techuical objections. 


The Centennial bill passed by the House, and 
requesting President Grant to invite foreign 
Governments to take part, under the auspices 
of the United States, in the Philadelphia show 
fot 1876, has been approved without amend- 
ment by the Senate Committee on Foreign Re- 
lations. =” 


On motion of Mr. Beck, the House of Repre- 
sentatives; have instructed the Banking Commit- 
tee to imvestigate the conduct of the First Na- 
tional Bank of Washington. The grounds of 
investigation are that it loaned to Jay Cooke 
& Co, the whole of its capital stock and 
a large part of its deposits, in pmlpable violation 
of the National Banking act. 

— a 

In considering the Bankrupt bill yesterday, 
the Senate agreed to the motion of Senator Ed- 
munds, that to make arrangements for set- 
tlements between creditors anda debtor velid 
they must the signatures of two-thirds 
of the number of creditors, representing one- 
half the amount of debte, The bill was then 
passed by a vote of 43 te 11. 


son’s brilliant failure a few months ago to re 
sand dollars of small silver. At his instance the 
Senate have asked the Secre‘ary bow long it will 
take the mints of thé country to replace the 
payments have been restored. It will not take 
as long as it would to have made Mr. Richard- 
son’s experiment a success. 


— —j— — 
and Warehouse Commissioners prima facie 
evidence of the reasonableness ‘sf charges was 
before the House of Represente.tives at Spring- 
field yesterday, and passed to a third reading by 
a vote of 68 to 58, after having been amended so 
as to include schedules here:dfter made. The 
House concurred, by s vote of 92 to 19, in the 
report of the Committee on Civi? Service againet 
the abolition of the Board of Riad Commis- 


EEE 
If there is any inter-State railruad in the 


every year. 


— - — 

A majority of the Council Committee on 
Wharves and Public Grounds have voted that 
$800,000 is not a fair price for the three blocks 
of ground which the railroads on the lake shure 
wish to buy for the site of a passenger depot. 
There seems to be no difference of opinion as to 
the expediency of selling, but only as to what is 
a fair price. Fortunately, there is a way of 
ascertaining what is a fair price. Let the Coun- 
cil advertise for bids for this property, on the 
terms of one-fourth cash, and balance in three, 
six, and nine months. Let such an advertise- 
ment be published sixty days in Chicago, New 
York, and Boston. .Then, if any responsible 
party offers more than $900,000, there will be 
good reason for refusing to accept the present 
offer. The advertisement might call for bids of 
two kinds,—one for a quit-claim and one for a 
warrantee deed. , 
| NORTHERN PACIFIC. 

During the past few monthe we have been in 
receipt of sundry letters from holders of North- 
ern Pacific bonds making inquities as to the 
character of the country through which the road 
has been projectei, but have not had the mate- 
rial at hand for an answer. That material is now 
furnished by a letter from Maj.-Gen. Hazen to 
the New York Tribune, and gives a very thorough 
and satisfactory answer, which must carry great 
weight with it, as it comes from an intelligent 
and unprejudiced observer. Gen. Hazen, it may 
be premised, is stationed at the mouth of the 
Yellowstone River, at the intersection of the 
104th meridian west with the 48th paraliel north, 
and is, therefore, in the very midst of the 
northern tropical belt, the beauties and ad- 
vantages of which have been hung out so tempt- 
ingly as baits for the unwary bond-purchgeers. 


Tue most of his letter is devoted to showing 
| that this region is not valuable in an agricul- 


tural point of view, and can never be developed 
into a populous or productive region, from 
the fact that the terrible storms in winter and 
the insufficient rains of the summers will always 
prevent it. The table of temperatures for a 
series of years shows an excessive cold in win- 
ter, and a range of temperature from 130 to 138 
degrees. June, July, and August were the only 
months of last year in which there were not 
snow-storma, and a temperature down to 
15 degrees. With regard to the winter storms, 
Gen. Hazen says: 

The storms in Minnesotaand Dakota last winter and 
spring, in which hundreds of people lost their lives, 
are fresh in the memories of all. This entire North- 


western country is subject to these terrific winter 
storms, which animal life cannot withstand unless 


thoroughly protected. I have seen an ares of country 
twenty miles across strewn with the carcasses of buf- 


falo that must have perished in one of these storms. 
Not a winter has passed since this post was established: 
in 1866, but some poor soldier of its garrison has lost 
life or limb by freezing. 

The annual rainfall is given as follows: 1866, 
1.40; 1867, 6.58; 1868, 11.50; 1869, 9.74; 1870, 
9.19; 1871, 10.42; 1872, 19.99; 1878, 21.11; aver- 
age, 12,64. ‘It will be obeerved that the rainfall 
of last year was unexceptionally large, and ‘yet 
it was insufficient for general agricultural pur- 
poses, such agriculture in countries remote fiom 


righte, Nothing could be more unfortunate 
than the first collision between the Legislature 


| and the railways im Illinois. The latter said, in 


substance, - We will not allow our right to 
manage our own business to be brought in 
question.” Of course, amicable discussion on 
auch a basis was impossible, and both parties 
got farther and farther apart as time rolled on. 
In Wisconsin, however, the railway companies 
are, in a legal point of view, at the mercy of the 
Legislature. Hence they have a far better 
chauce to secure a fair hearing and a reasonable 
decimon than if they were defendants in a law- 
suit, with the State fdr plaintiff. There is no 
provocation and no opportunity for passion or 
ill-feeling. The Legislative Committees invite 
both sides to puesent their arguments, and are 
seemingly disposed to render a verdict according 
to the evidence. The Chicago & Northwestern 
Railway Company yesterday made their state- 
ment in opposition to what is known as the Hen- 
derson pro rata bill before the Judiciary Com- 
mittee of the Assembly. We print this 
document, end invite attention to it 
as a very thoughtful and dispassionate 
array of facts and figures, whose interest is not 
by any means confined to the State of Wiscon- 
sin. The Company state, among other things, 
that their freight charges, instead of being in- 
creased, have been reduced by s regular per- 
centage each year; that their stock has never 
been watered a dollar; that their various lines 
of road were operated several years without 
dividends, anal that, since they commenced pay- 
ing dividends, they have paid less than 5 per cent 
per annum awerage. They say also that, if ro- 
quired by a pro rata bill to relinquish their Min- 
nesota and West Wisconsin traffic, where they 
meet the competition of the Mississippi River, 
they will be compelled either to charge higher 
rates on all other traffic, or to carry at a loss. 


A FI¥YTY-DOLLAR REFORMER. 

The pivot upon which the movements of the 
women in Ohio against whisky turn is Dr. Dio 
Lewis, of Boston, and the pivot works for the 
handsome stipend of $50 per diem. In past 
years Dr. Dio Lewis bas devoted his attention to 
the culfivation of the female muscle. He has 
chosen the female muscle because all his labors 
have been in the interests of women. He es- 
tablished a girls’ school in New England, in 
which he taught the young ladies how to jump 
and ran, and lift, row, wrestle, and spar. For a 
time he pragpered, and his calisthenic institution 
developed a squad of young women who were 
the terror of faint-hearted young gentlemen, 
and ta: whom no suitor would make advances 
unless be was well-armed. Ther, when the 
school waned and the young women got 
tired of cultivating their muscle, and making 
flying-eaps, and walking matches against time, 
he set ‘himself to writing books and publishing 
magazines, still devoted to the female muscle. 
When the women got tired of these everlasting 
appeals, to muscle, he switched off to dietary 
theories, and, stili keeping the women in view, 
advised them to esehew good square meals of 
potato aa, beef, and puddings. By dint of perse- 
verance and unwearied exertion, he 


rower must give not only what would be the 
rate were there no law, but something besides, 
to pay the lender for the danger involved in 
breaking the law. Such an act raises the rate 
of interest in another way. By making it illegal 
to sell money at its full value, it drives capital 
to places where it can be freely employed. 
Thus the supply of loans is diminished, while 
the demand, remaining substantially unchanged, 
forces up the price, Buch sects, then, though 
especially designed to make it easy for the 
poor to borrow, tend to put it entirely out 
of their power to do so. Usury laws clash 
with the interests of the lender because 
they fix an arbitrary maximum value on what be 
bas to sell. With equal justice might the State 
say: “ Beef shall never be sold for more than 5 
cents a pound,” or The use of s piano shall 
never be sold for more than 2 cents a month,” 
nad declare, as it does declare, The use of s 
dollar shall never be sold for more than 6 centes 
year.” Usury laws conflict with the true inter- 
esta of the State, because they are foreign to its 
rightful functions, cannot be enforced, and so 
tend to bring all law into contempt. Sime, 
then, such enactments, instead of lowering the 
cost of money, raise it; since they diminish the 
supply of loans and so tend to cripple business ; 
since they press with especial hardship on the 
poor; since they practically confiscate part of 
the property of every money-owner by making it 
illegal for him to sell his property at the market- 
price, whenever that price exceeds a certain 
arbitrary rate; and since they interfere need- 
lessly and offensively with private affairs, en- 
courage law-breaking, and tend to bring all law 
into contempt, the best advice to Legislatures 
about to pass them is Don't 


— 

GRAIN WAREHOUSES IN MILWAUKEE. 
The warehouse business has been conducted 
in; Milwaukee, and is now especially so conduct- 
ed, as to provoke popular indignation, leading to 
legislative interference. The grain warehouses 
in Milwaukee are all owned by the railways, who 
maintain a monopoly by refusing to lay dows 
tracks to any other elevators than their own. 
Some years ago they leased these elevators to 
Mr. Angus Smith, their rental being 50 per cent 
of the sums received for storage. It is but jast 
to Mr. Smith to say that his administration of 
the business was very creditable ; the charges 
were high; but the management and care of 
the grain, and the integrity of the business, 
were above reproach. The railroads have since 
taken possession of the elevators, and are now 
operating them. Gen. West, a member of the 
Wisconsin Legislature, who has charge of the 
bill pending before that body to regulate the 
rates of storage’ in public warehouses, 
hes made a report, in which he proves 
that the present charges are excessive. 
All the grain reaching Milwaukee is, “ without 
the advice or consent of the owner or consignee, 
dumped into any one of their elevators that the 
company may see fit to send it to, being weighed 
in by the interested agents of the elevator-owners 
at just such weight as they see fit to give.” The 
present price for storing grain in Milwaukee is 2 


ment as a religious lie. The advertisement re- 
ferred to is as follows: 

Madison street car eastward bound, Friday m 
— 18 — lady — — 28 
an w ou ‘ntlemen s up; if agree- 
able, address —— office, ‘ 


We do not approve of the forming of aoquaint- 
ances in this way, and advertisement in 
question would not have been inserted if it had 
been subjected to tho usual serutiny, but to call 
it an appointment of an assignation” is evi- 
dence of an impure mind. 


— — 

Some statistics recently published by the 
Manchester Board of Guardians show that the 
desertion by workingmen of their families is not 
by any means an unusual mode adopted by the 
Briton for obtaming permanent freedom. In 
one year, 312 workmen deserted 623 wives and 
children, and 191 of these independent gentry 
escaped capture. Wages have been higher in 
Manchester during this time, but it ie found 
that when wages are high and men can find 
employment readily, many of them have a strong 
tendeacy to leave their homes and wander about 
the country in an irresponsible manner.” Be- 
poverty of hard times and 


the poor wives and children of Manchester must 
find life invested with unspeakable happiness, 


It is to be hoped that the Congressional 
Library may be kept open, as some people wish 
it to be, on Sunday. No measure for the educa- 
tion of the average Congressman should be 
neglected. He cam read an enormous amount 
before incurring any danger of having somebody 
say to him: Much learning bath made thee 
mad.“ 


OBITUARY. 


JULES MICHELET. 

Michelet’s name has become familiar to the 
generai American public mainly through his 
„L'Amour and “La Femme, which were 
translated and published in New York, and won 
great favor by their delicacy of sentiment and 
beauty of style, and through his charming 


accepted the post of Minister of the Interior in 
1880, under Louis Philippe, and found himself 
unable to continue ‘his literary work, he chose 
Michelet, then but 32 years of age, above all 


age he had achieved such brilliant succvss in his 
historical studies that he was made Professor of 
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country that Congress might regulate, it would 
be the Union Pacific. The Legifature of 
Missouri has pe Congress to restrain 
which it has lately made. In presenting the or five beans per diem, and then, after spoil- 
memorial, Senator Bogy referred to the land- ing tir appetites, oot them adrift in en wr- 
grants end other aid which had been given to feeling’ world without the consolation, syrapathy, 
the Union Pacific by the Government, and ho ped and encouragement which lie hidden in beef- 
the Judiciary Committee would bear them in steaks and plum-pudding. This could not last 
mind in-considering the petition. long, however. The female mind rebelled 
Sr — against crusts, even if they did tend to develop 

: Some of the citizens of Kalamazoo, Mich., the female muscle, and, longing for the good 
have been réviating the payment of taxes to things of the larder, they gradually broke away 
support the High School of that city, on the froma his jean theories and mental gruel, and it 
schools in the eye of the law, and therefore not ubm another track. He has now broken out in 
able upon taxpayers. The point wae of | Oldo, and for $50 per diem is enlisting women 

e than local importance, as it was believed for the whisky crusade. He does nothing him- 


more 
to involvs'.the existence of the high schools „alf except to plan the raids from one country 
: town to another. In other words, he enthuses” 


throughout the Siate, The Supreme Court de 
the women at $50 per diem, and, as a conse 


quence, stops usually but one day in a place. If 
he stays two, then he delivers 8 lecture to 
the women, for which he gets $100 
extra. His maus operandi ia very familiar to 
our readers.. He arrives in the village in the 
morning, summons the women together, informs 
_| them they must get's movable ark of the taber- 
nacle, and then lays out a programme of prayer 
and psalm with which to besiege the saloons, 

Weer-gardens, drug-stores, doctors’ offices, and 
ether places were fluid comfort is sola. The 
ark is to stay at each place until it becomes a car 
of Juggernaut and crushes the victim under ite 
wheels, and will then move on to s new place. 
‘Time being precious and women plenty, the Doc- 
‘tor does not wait to see how the thing works, but 
nes out for the next village to get his next 
$50. ' ; 

Thus the great cause of temperance goes on 
| ‘ewimmingly, except that, now and then, the 
erke run against spags in the shape of legal in- 
vision. He gets his $50 for launching the arks, 
not for getting them off snags. It is paying | 
the Doetor handsomely, but is he earning his 


cents a bushel for not over twenty days, and for 
every additional ten days or part thereof one- 
half of 1 cent per bushel. The bulk of the 
grain does not remain m store over five days, 80 
that the average per bushel the year through is 
from 234 to 2% cents per bushel on all that goes in. 
The average amount of grain received during 
1870, 71, and 72 was 20,000,000 bushels; in 1873 
it was 82,000,000 bushels. Taking the first aver- 
age, the receipte for storage would be $800,000 a 
year. After allowing for interest on capital, 
working expenses, repairs, and taxes, Mr. West 
estimates the annual profit om the storage of 
20,000,000 bushels at $620,000 a year. The bill 


the sea requiring from 40 to 50 inches. By dint 
of the greatest care and utilizing all the avail- 
able season, Gen. Hazen succeeded in making a 
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in inducing several wretched yictims to forego 
the plensares of appetite and content them 
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Berthold, D, 
River. 
This garden, it should be stated, was imme- 
on the river bank, only two feet above 
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“ Histoire de France,” the first volume of which 
in 1833, and the twelfth volume in 
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